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was a bishop, he had a right to ordain. He
would ordain. The only thing he must be careful
in was to keep it very secret from Charles, who
would most certainly object in no measured
terms ; so it was swiftly and discreetly that
Wesley consecrated three priests for America.
This was separation; Lord Mansfield, Chief
Justice, had said, " ordination is separation."
Charles was, as Wesley had foreseen, appalled :
he agreed with Mansfield : Methodists were now
Dissenters. The end he had so dreaded had come,
the issue which had been raised, combated, and
defeated at more than one Conference had fin-
ally triumphed. Samuel had been right; John
had excommunicated the Church ! However, he
could not bring himself to quarrel with his
brother; but he wrote to him : cc I believe God
left you to yourself in that matter, as he left
Hezekiah, to show you the secret pride that was
in your heart." Pride ! it sounds like an echo
from the very early years ; but Wesley might
argue that if he was still tainted with this sin, it
had at least served a very useful turn. Wesley,
however, stubbornly refused to admit that any-
thing crucial had happened ; he rested securely
on Lord King. Nevertheless the immediate con-
sequences were alarming. One of the men he
had ordained, Coke, applied Wesley's argument
that bishops and presbyters were of the same
order and concluded that, since he was a pres-
byter, he was therefore a bishop as well. He